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BOOK REVIEWS
PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL PHARMACOLOGICAL MEETING.
B. Uvnas, General Ed. Volume 8. PHARMACOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF
CENTRAL NERVous ACTION. Edited by W. D. M. Paton and Percy
Lindgren. New York, The Macmillan Company (A Pergamon Press
Book), 1962. xiv, 330 pp. $15.00.
Pergamon Press, which has in recent years taken interest in matters
neurophysiological, has collected the writings of 56 authors, from many
countries, dealing with biochemical, physiological, pharmacological and
behavioral aspects of nervous function. Most of the material is a succinct
compilation of previously published observations; but some of it, such as the
study by Smith, Stacey and Young on brain serotonin concentrations and
aromatic L-amino acid decarboxylase activity in the developing nervous
system of rodents, is new. Several articles are of particular interest.
McLennan deals briefly but concisely with such "Inhibitory Factors in the
Brain" as Factor I, gamma-aminobutyric acid, gamma-aminobutyrylcholine,
dopamine and norepinephrine. Costa, Gessa, Kuntzman and Brodie discuss
the storage and release of serotonin and catecholamines in brain, and
argue convincingly that reserpine acts not by affecting brain norepinephrine
economy, but by preventing serotonin storage. Everett and Wiegand make
a plea for more detailed and accurate descriptions of psychopharma-
cologically-induced behavioral states and for more accurate quantitation
of the concomitant biochemical changes. Eccles treats the complex problem
of chemical transmitters in the spinal cord with clarity and brilliance.
It is indeed unfortunate that the excellent contributions of these scientists
should be put together in a book as poorly edited as this is. The number
of misprints is astonishing. The method of listing references varies with
the nationality of the author. Syntax in several articles, particularly those
by Hayashi and Nagai, is so poor as to becloud content on occasion. These
deficiencies, plus the fact that the binding of the reviewer's copy split
without provocation, makes one wish that the Pergamon Press had con-
tributed as much care to publishing this book as the authors did to their
research.
PETER V. TISHLER
CHARLES LYELL. By Sir Edward Bailey, F.R.S. New York, Doubleday and
Company, Inc., 1963. x, 214 pp. $3.95.
This book is an excellent short treatment of Lyell. It presents the main
facts of his life clearly and concisely and is accompanied by numerous well-
chosen illustrations and helpful maps. There are many aspects of Lyell's
life which, in a treatment as short as this, the author must treat summarily
or omit altogether. Lyell's travels to America and links with American
geologists, his involvement in the species question and his work on early
man seem to suffer particularly from this compression. Perhaps too his
true stature as a scientist emerges less clearly for this reason.
Sir Charles Lyell has not received excessive attention from biographers.
Shortly after his death his sister-in-law, Katherine M. Lyell, compiled
the two volumes of the Life, Letters and Journals (London: John Murray,
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